
 
 
********************************************************** 
Dawn Mission Outreach E-News, 3rd Edition                                 Spring 2005  
********************************************************** 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE PROJECT MANAGER 
Welcome to the Dawn e-newsletter. I am pleased to report that Dawn successfully completed the 
Assembly, Test, and Launch Operations (ATLO) Readiness Review in December 2004. Since that time, 
flight hardware has been flowing into the flight system assembly laboratory at Orbital Sciences 
Corporation. ATLO is the most exciting and significant phase of mission development. This is when all of 
the individual pieces of the flight system come together and are assembled into a system. The spacecraft 
panels, harnesses, and many components and subsystems have been assembled together, and electrical 
testing is in progress. The core structure, with all of the ion propulsion gas feed system mounted on it, 
has been delivered, and the reaction control system is presently being installed. Within the next few 
months, our three science instruments will arrive and be integrated onto the flight system. This will be 
followed by the first complete functional test of the flight system. While the engineering team works to 
deliver all of the flight system hardware and software to the flight system assembly area, the operations 
team and the science team are working to develop operations and science scenario designed to 
maximize the science return from the mission. The ATLO phase ends with a successful launch and the 
beginning of our voyage to Vesta and Ceres. Share in the excitement of this journey by visiting our Web 
site at: http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov  
 
Tom Fraschetti 
Dawn Project Manager 
 
********************************************************* 
MEET DAWN’S DEPUTY PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 
With a career that began by studying volcanic rocks on the ocean floor, Carol Raymond sets her sites on 
the asteroid belt and the “explosion of knowledge” that can result from investigating other Solar System 
bodies. Discover more about Dawn’s Deputy Principal Investigator by reading her interview at: 
http://www.dawn-mission.org/people/raymond_inter.asp 
 
*********************************************************  
TOUR DAWN’S MULTIMEDIA IMAGE GALLERY 
Check out recent images of the Dawn spacecraft as it is assembled in a clean room at the Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory. Also, get a close-up of the ion propulsion system hardware by visiting the image gallery at: 
http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov/multimedia/index.asp 
 
********************************************************** 
INSPIRE YOUNG SPACE ENTHUSIASTS WITH DAWN KIDS 
Dawn Kids features a host of fun activities for youngsters who may like to color, solve a puzzle, navigate 
through a maze, and even construct a model of the Dawn spacecraft. Encourage the next generation of 
space explorers by downloading these activity sheets at: http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov/DawnKids/index.asp 
 
********************************************************** 
UPCOMING EDUCATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH EVENT 
Mark your calendars for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s (JPL) Open House in Pasadena, California on 
May 14th and 15th! Learn about Dawn’s cutting-edge science and technology from mission team members 
who will be on hand to share information about this exciting journey to the asteroid belt. For more 
information about the JPL Open House, go to: http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/pso/oh.cfm 



 
 
 
********************************************************** 
ASK A SCIENTIST 
‘Have a question and want to communicate directly with a member of the Dawn mission team? Click on 
the “Ask a Scientist” link located at the bottom of the Dawn Web site at: http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov 
 
********************************************************** 
COUNTDOWN TO LAUNCH 
Thirteen months and counting! Track the days until the Dawn spacecraft launches in June 2006 from 
Kennedy Space Center when you visit: http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov 
 
********************************************************** 
ATTENTION: CURRICULUM COORDINATORS, FORMAL AND INFORMAL SCIENCE EDUCATORS  
Are you interested in participating in a Dawn pilot study? Dawn Education and Public Outreach (E/PO) is 
committed to offering materials that are of high quality and utility and reflect the needs of formal and 
informal science educators. During the fall of 2005, Dawn E/PO is conducting a pilot study of the Find a 
Meteorite activity developed by the University of New Mexico and Mid-continent Research for Education 
and Learning (McREL). For more details and to sign up visit: 
http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov/DawnClassrooms/index.asp 
 
********************************************************** 
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION 
The Dawn mission e-newsletter will be delivered on a quarterly basis. As we approach our countdown to 
launch, you will receive monthly mission updates via e-news. Please forward this e-mail to share with 
others interested in NASA missions. New subscribers may join the Dawn mission e-news mailing list on 
our Web site at: http://dawn.jpl.nasa.gov/DawnMedia/e_news.asp 
 
********************************************************** 
 
Dawn Mission Outreach E-News features information about the mission, its outreach Web site, and 
products, services, and materials available from the Dawn Education and Public Outreach (E/PO) team.  
 
Dawn is the ninth Discovery mission scheduled for funding from NASA’s Space Science Division and is a 
collaborative partnership made up of the University of California, Los Angeles; Jet Propulsion Laboratory; 
Orbital Sciences Corporation; Los Alamos National Laboratory; German Space Center; Max Planck 
Institute for Aeronomy; and Italian Space Agency. Dawn education materials are developed under 
contract by Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning (McREL), Aurora, CO. 
 
 


